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CITY OF ALBANY — STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITMENT 

 Mr P.B. WATSON to the Premier: 

Can the Premier please advise the house of the state government’s commitment to the City of Albany and the 
great southern region? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order!  

Dr S.C. Thomas: How long did that question take to prepare? 

The SPEAKER: Order, members!  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
Not as long as the answer. 

I thank the member for the question—he is a thoughtful mature member with a highly relevant question. 

As most people in the house would know, I share with the member for Albany a great attachment to the City of 
Albany. We were there last week, and I was astounded by the growth that has taken place in that magnificent 
city on the south coast. We held our forty-third regional cabinet meeting since we got into government in 
Albany; it was the fourth meeting that we had had in Albany.  

Our infrastructure program for Western Australia is $25.1 billion. We are building Western Australia, and there 
is no more evidence of that than in Albany itself, where government activity in Albany is stimulating the local 
economy. Last week, together as a government, we opened the new pedestrian bridge and plaza—which was the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure’s responsibility—at the massive $40 million Albany waterfront project, 
which adjoins the $49 million Albany entertainment centre project. We are, I think, in some senses fortunate that 
there is a small group of local people who do not like that project and who bring continual attention to it and 
cause debate about it. The overwhelming majority of people in Albany are extremely enthusiastic about that 
project, and the negative group gives that majority of people the chance to express their enthusiasm on a daily 
basis. Those two major projects are transforming the City of Albany, as are our other waterfront projects in 
places such as Geraldton and Bunbury. We are doing work in beautiful Mt Barker. The member for Stirling 
would agree that Mt Barker is absolutely thriving now—it is a wonderful place! 

Mr D.T. Redman: Yes, it is. It is, of course! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: It is undergoing great change, although the member for Stirling’s press releases were a 
little ill-informed. The construction of the Mt Barker northern bypass, to which we have allocated 
$11.812 million, commenced in March 2007 and is nearing completion. The Minister for Education and 
Training, Mark McGowan, officially opened the early adolescent block at Mount Barker Community College, 
the first stage of a $20 million project, in which I take great personal pride. The Mount Barker Primary School 
relocation, which will provide the new $12 million facilities for students from kindergarten to year 3, is on track 
and is expected to be completed by the start of the 2010 school year. The minister and I also turned the sod on 
the $17.6 million upgrade to Albany Residential College behind Albany Senior High School. With the Minister 
for Water Resources, John Kobelke, I opened Albany’s new $10 million, 25-megalitre Mt Clarence water 
storage tank. It is the final project to be completed in a five-year $50 million upgrade to the town’s water supply. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: We also announced more than $6.3 million in state government grants for regional 
community sport and recreation groups across the state from the community sport and recreation facility fund. 
Sixty-one per cent of the total grants from the scheme were dedicated to those regions.  

We were in Albany for just two days, but there were enough projects to announce that were beginning to keep us 
there for three or four weeks. We are spending, for example, more than $50 million on a major development of 
Albany Regional Hospital. The new $18 million Denmark hospital, which I am sure will be a great acquisition 
for the town, as the member for Stirling said, is due to be completed later this year. These projects are among 
those involved with more than $600 million being invested in WA Country Health Service capital works over the 
next six years. There has never been activity on this scale before in this state. We have spent $20 million on the 
construction of the new Albany Justice Complex and Great Southern District Police Complex, which opened in 
2005; there is $16 million for the construction of the Albany ring-road stage 1; almost $2 million on 10 Albany 
schools to turn them into high-tech computer schools; $1.7 million to provide housing for people living with 
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mental illness in the area, which will be open in December 2007; and a further $900 000 purchased a new 
computerised tomography scanner for Albany Regional Hospital in 2006.  

Mr T. Buswell: It won’t help the member for Albany. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: There is much more, of course. These capital works will service the entire great 
southern in 2007-08. An amount of $3.4 billion of the $7.3 billion capital works program can be attributed to 
specific locations in the region. Of that $3.4 billion, $1.6 billion—nearly half or 47 per cent—of the attributable 
program is allocated to regional Western Australia. That is a statistic that the Leader of the National Party might 
find useful—47 per cent of the attributable capital works program is directed into non-metropolitan areas, or 
regional Western Australia. The Leader of the National Party should do some analysis. I think he will find that it 
is many percentage points ahead of the previous coalition government’s record. 

In summation I will say this: I am familiar with Albany and the history of Albany over the past 100 years—
personal history for the past 50 years. There has never been a local member in my time who has delivered that 
much or more to the people of Albany. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: There has never been a member of Parliament for Albany who has delivered so much 
to the people of Albany, and I congratulate that member. 
 


